CHAPTER IV

BUSSY IN THE DECCAN AND THE DECLINE OF

FRENCH INFLUENCE

WITH the fall of Dupleix and the change in
the policy of the French in the Carnatic,
there was a corresponding fall in their
prestige. Chanda Saheb, whom the Nizam had recog-
nised Nawab of the Carnatic, nominated by the Nizam
to succeed him, was gone, and the new French Gover-
nor seemed to have no inclination to interfere in the
politics of the various rival states. Mahomed Ali, the
protege of the English, was now universally acknow-
ledged as the ruler of the Carnatic, and was therefore
practically an independent rival of the Nizam, who by
tradition was his overlord, but who in fact did not
recognize him. But Mahomed Ali had to pay a price
for his advancement. The Mysoreans had greatly helped
towards his final victory, and Hyder Ali, who was then
the leading chief of the Mysore army, utilized the position
to increase his own power and influence, until, later on,
he was able to depose the Hindu Rajah and make himself
the independent ruler of Mysore. In this way two
vassal states were detached from the rule of the Nizam,
whose sphere of influence was confined entirely to the
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